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OBIGIN OF                OF COINAGE AMD
VARIETIES,
At the time of the rise of the poorer of the early Ehalifs, the coinages of the regions which were brought under their rule were, speaking generally, the Byzantine in the "West and the Persian Sassanian in the East. At first, following the usual practice of Oriental conquerors, the new rulers made use of that which was the currency of the country, altering the coins by degrees to be indicative of the new ruling power and religion, but making the changes so gradually as not to give an unfamiliar appearance to the coins in the eyes of the people, but to preserve the continuity of the accustomed coinage with only such changes as were necessary. Thus we see in the earliest gold of the Ehalifs an imitation of the coin of the Byzantine emperor adapted by the figure of the Ehalif with a sword in his hand being substituted for that of the emperor holding a staff with a cross on it, on the obverse; and on the reverse the cross, standing on four steps, altered into a column with a ball on its top. The legends on both sides are changed to Arabic ones in Hufic character :
c^-v-s t'Owj .ij AJ i iJJb C.J.I0 dJJi  MMJJ
Similarly the silver coins of the last Sassanian king were altered by the additions of crescents and stars and <d! 1 /^^J on the margins, and later by the name of the governor of the province being added in Ejific in the area. So, too, the Byzantine copper of the M variety of Heraclius had small additions of Arabic Musalmaa words on them. Others in copper of the same type as the gold above mentioned were also struck.